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doubt, its uncommon brightness, but culpably ignorant of the divine call
in it, or hardening their hearts against its salutary impressions, overcome by
their passions, and the dictates of self-love. In like manner do Christians,
from the same cause, turn a deaf ear to the voice of the divine grace in their
souls, and harden their hearts against it in such numbers, that, notwith-
standing their call, their graces, and the mysteries wrought in their favour,
it is to be feared that even among them many " are called, but few are
chosen." It was the case with the Jews, " with the most of whom/' St Paul
* says, " God was not well pleased/* 1

The wise men being come, by the guidance of the star, into Jerusalem,
or near it, it there disappears: whereupon they reasonably suppose they
are come to their journey's end, and upon the point of being blessed with
the sight of the new-born king: that, on their entering the royal city, they
shall in every street and corner hear the acclamations of a happy peoples
and learn with ease the way to the royal palace, made famous to all posterity
by the birth of their king and Saviour* But to their great surprise there
appears not the least sign of any such solemnity* The court and city go
quietly on in seeking their pleasure and profit! and in this unexpected
juncture what shall these weary travellers do? Were they governed by
human prudence, this disappointment is enough to make them abandon
their design, and retreat as privately as they can to screen their reputation,
and avoid the raillery of the populace, as well as to prevent the resentment
of the most zealous of tyrants, already infamous for blood, But true virtue
makes trials the matter and occasion of its most glorious triumphs, Scenting
to be forsaken by God, on their being deprived of extraordinary, they have
recourse to the ordinary means of information. Steady in the resolution
of following the divine call, and fearless of danger, they inquire in the city
with equal confidence and humility, and pursue their inquiry in the vt*ry
court of Herod himself; " Where is he that is born king of the Jews? **
And does not their conduct teach us, under all difficulties of the spiritual
kind, to have recourse to those God has appointed to be our spiritual guides,
for their advice and direction? To u obey and be subject to them,'*3 that
so God may lead us to himself, as he guided the wine men to Bethlehem by
the directions of the priests of the Jewish church.

The whole nation of the Jews, on account of Jacob's and Daniel's
prophecies, were then in the highest expectation of the Messiah's appearance
among them; the place of whose birth having been also foretold, the wise
men, by the interposition of Herod's authority^ quickly learned, from the
unanimous voice of the Sanhedrim, or great council of the Jews, that
Bethlehem was the place which was to be honoured with his birth, as
having been pointed out by the prophet Micheas * several ages before.
How sweet and adorable is the conduct of divine providence! He teaches
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